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l. Introduction I. A+ 48

Who Should Apply for a Reentry Permit? YER 1% F i B ZEE?
If you are a lawful permanent resident (LPR), there are at least two WA R — AN AR R, T4 T/ A TR RS I L& A B
situations where applying for a reentry permit may be beneficial:' EEST

Persons Seeking Readmission after Absence of One EiERE—FEE D FEBFIRAE

Year or More

| | | O Lssl &, HUKAUERE (R, RATE TR AR
A Form I-551, Permanent Resident Card (i.e., green card) is only valid FNER .

for entry after an absence from the U.S. of less than one year.2

In contrast, a reentry permit can be valid for reentry to the U.S. for a ARG, EISRUE DA T ABOS PRI, AL IR Pt
> - N Fr iy - 2 BT > 2t AT s

period of up to two years.” So, if there is a significant chance that you will Ul . ﬁE%&ﬁ1Ej{E§ﬂH§ PEAE M\{? R T, ]

be abroad for a year or more, we recommend applying for a reentry FEBUURAE B 555K [ A R 5 SRk

permit before leaving the U.S.

! In addition, if you are “stateless” or unable to obtain a passport from the country of your nationality, you may apply for a reentry permit for use as a travel
document. Or if you are visiting a certain country and that country does not honor the passport from your country of nationality, you may apply for a reentry permit
for use as a travel document. USCIS, Questions and Answers: Re-entry Permits and Refugee Travel Documents (June 30, 2009).

28 C.F.R. § 211.1(a)(2). This one-year limit does not apply to a civilian or military employee of the U.S. Government who was abroad on official orders, or to their
accompanying spouses or children. § C.F.R. § 211.1(a)(6).

38 C.FR. §223.2.



Persons Who Need Evidence Their Trip Abroad Was
Temporary

To allow you to reenter the U.S. as an LPR, the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) officer at the port of entry must determine that
you are returning from a “temporary” trip abroad.* If the trip abroad
wasn’t temporary, then you have “abandoned” your LPR status, making
you ineligible for readmission.

When is a trip abroad “temporary”’? According to the courts, a trip
abroad is temporary only if you possess an intention at the time of
departure and throughout the entire trip to return to the U.S. as a place
of employment or business or as an actual home “within a period
relatively short, fixed by some early event.”” If the return date “hing]es]
on a contingency,” that contingency must have a “reasonable possibility
of occurring” within a short period of time.’ It’s not enough that the
intent to be to return “at some indefinite time in the possibly distant
future.”” And it’s not enough to intend to retain your LPR status.’

Since CBP has no direct way to determine intention, a number of factors
are used to try to deduce your intention, including:”

* purpose for departing
= termination date of travel abroad

AR T AR A S RO RAT R A A B B

NHEVFIRFE IR LA EE R B R BT AR [, A3 1 (R SR [ i
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= EBIHM
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+INA § 211(b) allows an LPR to seek readmission to the U.S. without an immigrant visa if the LPR meets the definition of a returning resident found in INA §
101(a)(27)(A) (“an immigrant, lawfully admitted for permanent residence, who is returning from a temporary visit abroad.”).

5> Matter of Kane, 15 1. & N. Dec. 258, 263 (BIA 1975).

6 Chavez-Ramirez v. INS, 792 F.2d 932, 936 (9t Cir. 1986)

7 Angeles, v. District Director, INS, 729 F. Supp. 479, 484 (D. Md. 1990).
8 Alparez v. District Director, 539 F.2d 1220, 1225 (9% Cir. 19706).

9 Matter of Kane, 15 1. & N. Dec. 258 (BIA 1975).



= place of employment

* place of actual home and property ties

= family ties to the U.S;

* payment of U.S. income taxes as a U.S. resident;

® the proportion of time you are in the U.S. versus abroad.

Many LPRs believe that by visiting the U.S. every year or every six
months they can avoid abandonment of LPR status." But that is pure
myth."" Such persons’ stay abroad isn’t “temporary” because they lack
the intention to return to live in the U.S. within a relatively short period
of time.

In other cases, it’s difficult to determine whether a planned stay abroad is
temporary. For example, what about going abroad to care for sick
relative who may or may not recover within two years? What about going
abroad to start a business that may or may not be self-sustaining enough
to allow you to return to the U.S. in three years?

In such cases, there is a benefit to applying for a reentry permit. If the
permit is issued, there is a legal presumption that the approved trip is
“temporary.”' So, applying for a reentry permit can reduce the risk that a

10 See, e.g., Matter of Huang, 19 1&N 749 (BIA 1988).
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11 USCIS helps to perpetuate such myths by making misleading statements such as the following: “If you do not obtain a Reentry Permit and remain outside the
United States for one year or more, we may determine that you have abandoned your permanent or conditional resident status.” Form 1-131 Instructions at 2 (rev.

Feb. 12, 2010).

12INA § 223(e) (A reentry permit “show]s] that the alien to whom it was issued is returning from a temporary visit abroad.”); 8 C.F.R. § 223.3(d) (An LPR with a
valid reentry permit “shall not be deemed to have abandoned status based solely on the duration of an absence or absences while the permit is valid.”); Moin v.
Asheroft, 335 F.3d 415 (5th Cir. 2003) (LPR status abandoned despite valid reentry permit); lodice ». Wixon, 56 F.2d 824 (2d Cir. 1932) (reentry permit has no effect
except to show that the holder is returning from a temporary visit abroad); Zachrias ». McGrath, 105 F. Supp. 421 (D. D.C. 1952) (Reentry permit is “prima facie

evidence” LPR status not abandoned.).



CBP officer at the airport or other port of entry could determine you AN R R [ B 4T T L e AR GRS Ak A& B B A 1R XS &
have abandoned LLPR status by making a non-temporary trip abroad.

o . . FATHVREBG WRIRESRTE 6 I H LA ERIM 4, HRKH A] etk
Our recommendation: if you will be outs'lde tbe US for'rnore than 6 SR R B A YN IRTE A A B A R R, T DR
months for two consecutive years, there is a significant risk CBP may 2 F i (0] 2540
determine your stay abroad is not temporary, so you should apply for a L e

reentry permit.

Related Issues Not Covered in This Article AR A 1 HoA AR % 0] B

This article covers the requirements and procedutes to apply for a R T G RISEUERESR MR, & Uk 2k fl 4
reentry permit, as well as the terms and conditions of residence permits. Py AL A i SR
Related issues that are not covered in this article include: ° - )

= WERTE, BSGIER AEK AR R B E ST MIRAT I AN
JBGF R —ANEE E, (EAZZAEX IER] . IR 220

* As explained above, a reentry permit is presumptive but not
conclusive evidence that LPR status hasn’t been abandoned

during a trip abroad. You should collect and make available to B4 BE VI AT ART 7E [ 710 I 5 BE AP RL R 45 1 ok
the CBP inspector additional evidence of the temporary nature of BRI E A

any extended stay abroad.

= BUOKAEREFASSS RS LR R T AEAS

* An LPR seeking readmission to the U.S. is subject to the grounds JEBEN .. — RN AR NS, WSt AJC T
Fiinisbi T o bt e ion S A iR A .
likely o become public charges.™ o S AL KT A N B .

* [Extended stays abroad may impact your eligibility for

= EVEAAJEREITRE L b, LRSI, WYFRTLL

naturalization. N X ; i
7535 [E g S IE F G SB-1 [0 36 & RS IE G HvFmT LA
* An LPR who has been absent from the U.S. for one year or more [e1) ¥ T B DR Ry FH U N8 AT SR B 47

13 But see INA § 101(a)(13)(C) (certain LPRs absent from the U.S. for under 180 days are not subject to the grounds of inadmissibility).



and who has no reentry permit may be eligible to apply at a U.S.

Consulate abroad for an SB-1 returning resident visa or may be Feprn] DL A AR 15 B A DS 2R
eligible to apply to CBP for a waiver of the entry document

requirement.

Our law firm can provide advice on these topics.



Il. Eligibility Requirements . FF& A IER

USCIS may, as a matter of discretion, issue a reentry permit to a person  ZEFEANRBEE, WRIEHETHIWUEN, SNG4 T 5 E R 1 HiE
meeting the following requirements: N B 2 -

1. You have been lawfully admitted to the U.S. as an LPR or

2 1A D) A AT S QECY AV 3 g o
Coﬂditional reSident.M 1. /flj\ E‘rlu = ‘/21)::7](7\)%" %ﬂﬁ?ﬁ{#%%m%h = /ZE)\%% o

2. You have not abandoned that status, as discussed above. 2. WEAHBFESG, bRk,

3. You intend in good faith to make a temporary trip abroad.” 3. WTRUNESNRAT, RAE—AE IR,

4. You are physically present in the U.S. at the time of filing."® 4. HUEZBMRANIEREE . MEREERSTEEXN FEASH
Departing the U.S. after you file has no affect on the oM, RN B IR 35 AR A AR 1 T 2 i VR GR [B] 35
application,'” although as explained below you would need to .
return to the U.S. for a biometrics appointment.'®

5. [BISGUE MRS R AN 2 5 5% [ ZOR 2 AR )6

5. Issuance would not be contrary to the U.S. national interest.”

14 INA § 223(a); 8 C.F.R. § 223.2(b).

15 INA § 223(a), (b).

168 C.F.R. §223.2(a).

178 C.F.R. § 223.2(d).

18 The Form I-131 Instructions at 2 (rev. Feb. 12, 2010) state that if you “depart| | the United States before the biometrics are collected, the application may be
denied.” This instruction is misleading because it directly conflicts with the regulations. In the authors’ experience, departing the U.S. before the biometrics
appointment will not result in denial of the application, so long as you return to attend the appointment. Bu# ¢f. Jill A. Apa, Implementation of Biometrics Collection
for I-131 Refugee Travel Document and Reentry Permit Applications (2008 Lexis Emerging Issues 2306) (“[U]ntil a challenge [to the USCIS Instructions| proves
successful, practitioners must continue to advise clients” that departing the U.S. before the biometrics appointment may result in denial of the reentry permit
application.)

19 INA § 223(b). Pursuant to that statutory authority, DHS may publish in the Federal Register a notice precluding the issuance of reentry permits for travel to
certain areas. Form [-131 Instructions at 2 (rev. Feb. 12, 2010); AFM 52.3(b)(1). No such notice is currently issued.



lll. Procedures to Apply for a Reentry Permit

Where to File

The application is filed by mail with the USCIS lockbox in Phoenix or
Dallas, depending on the state where you live.”” E-filing is not available.”
USCIS will then forward the application to the USCIS Nebraska Service
Center for adjudication.”

What to File

The initial documentation that must be filed with the reentry permit
application includes™:

1. Filing Fee: $305 for Form 1-131 and $80 for biometrics (for
applicants age 14 through 79)

2. Form I-131, Application for Travel Document

3. A copy of the front and back of Form I-551 (or other evidence
of LPR status per the Form I-131 instructions)

4. A copy of an official photo identity document clearly showing
your photo, name, and date of birth. (Example: a valid

20 Form 1-131 Instructions at 8 (rev. Feb. 12, 2010).

1. [5] 244 B R

FA T 3 A

PR A4 R AR F S\ FRD i (4 DL 2 1 T IS 3158 [ o RS IR
JR RS B 7 ) _E AR AR . AR BE R T R

K~ B2 RRIRE A ERR S RIS [ 2~ B2 R R A ATz 4
INARSS AT 285

B A
SRAUE HRE 3 38 AT RE I 5 G T SEAS LA

1. HE: 1131 F$305 FIAEDIIRHI$80 (FF#% 14-79 %)

2. 11313, BUARATSCHRHiESR

3. 1551 RIERTUEEIME (B 1-131 235 8 vh i Hodth &9k A&
EEEg/aniD)

4. B S0 SR B, T A RN R
A, s, AR, Bl BUFSUR A S IR
PRE I 1551 3%, RIKAERE; SOE 7 S0

2L USCIS, Questions and Answers: Re-entry Permits and Refugee Travel Documents (June 30, 2009).

22 AFM 3.5(e).
2 8 C.F.R. § 223.1(a); Form I-131 Instructions at 4 (rev. Feb. 12, 2010).



government-issued driver's license; passport identity page; Form
I-551, Permanent Resident Card; or any other official identity
document.)

In applicable cases, it may be helpful to file the following additional
documents:

1.

Form G-1145, E-Notification of Application Acceptance. This is
a request that USCIS notify the applicant by email or SMS when
the case is accepted for filing.

If you will be filing the reentry permit shortly after entering the
U.S,, include your airlines ticket and boarding pass as evidence
you were in the U.S. at the time of filing.

Any prior reentry permit or refugee travel document should be
returned to USCIS so that it can be voided.”

Evidence of any name change®

Form 1-797C, Receipt Notice, for any pending Form I-751,
Petition to Remove the Condition of Residence. (This notice will
show the date to which your LPR status has been extended.)
Evidence the travel abroad will be temporary: USCIS
adjudicators are instructed to determine whether the applicant
intends to travel abroad temporarily based on review of the
application and the A-file, considering factors such as “the
applicant’s previous absences, the intended absence, and whether
the applicant has ties (property, family employment, etc.) in the
U.S.”* It’s curious, then, that USCIS doesn’t request that the
initial filing include related evidence or encourage adjudicators to
solicit related documents through a request for evidence. We

208 C.F.R. § 223.2(c)(1); AFM 52.3(b)(2).
25 AFM 52.3(a)(1)(B)
20 AFM 52.3(b)(3).

£

TR GER R T, SN SV AT T -
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G-1145 3%, HIE2REHE @A . KEARERE AR
B AR 17 2 R NS B LA RS ) H

WERARST AR NG 22 B 5 R Pt i [F S5 E, IBATERis
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speculate that USCIS conceives of the I-131 as a mere
declaration of the applicant’s intent, whereas later when the
applicant seeks admission to the U.S. based on the reentry permit
CBP will have an opportunity to review evidence to determine
whether the stay abroad was 7 fact temporary. Still, there may be
cases where it is helpful to submit evidence the travel abroad will
be temporary.”’

7. If you fall within the grounds of inadmissibility, you may be able
to file a waiver application with your reentry permit application.”®

8. Documents in support of any request for expedited processing.

Receipt Notice

Within about two weeks of filing the application, USCIS should issue a
Form 1-797C, Receipt Notice.

Biometrics Appointment

After the receipt notice, you will receive a notice to attend a biometrics
appointment.

The biometrics appointment will take place at a USCIS Application
Support Center with jurisdiction over your U.S. residence. The
biometrics appointment cannot be completed abroad.”

SR 2, X SR K L2 o P
FPRIIYEE 1A IS SM R R RS L. A7
T RSN IRAT RS IR LV 2

7. WRARIR AN BETER, (VT DL
U o

8. AL ERINE AR

e 21388

HIEEAZZ) 2 N, EEAREREBZE K 1-797C %, RIYE)E
yaI e

AR A L
W BB, ARRICE]— A EERZ INA IR TR R 38 0 o

AR FRAVREAE VR 36 [ R AR M R IX A 56 B OB R JR) I 32
FELREAT o AR BITRAI A BELE ST AT 58 B o

M SRR R AR L) KL 30 1) 60 K, FT EAFRATEBUR
FLAETRAT A F R (1] S IE

27 For example, if the applicant believes the A-file may contain derogatory evidence, it may be helpful to submit rebuttal evidence.

2 AFM 52.3(b)(6).

29 USCIS, Questions and Answers: Re-entry Permits and Refugee Travel Documents (June 30, 2009).

10



It can take up to about 30 to 60 days from filing to the biometrics

appointment, so we recommend applying for a reentry permit as eatly as  UIASNGE A YIR B TRZ0E S 3R ZEUE HiEE 4, BRIEEHMW
possible before travel. HATRZI0 (7]

Failure to appear for a biometrics appointment may result in denial of
the reentry permit application, unless the appointment is rescheduled.

Requesting an Expedited Biometrics Appointment RGNS AR A L

USCI.S may §xpedite a biometrics appointm.ent as a matter 'of discretion. 2[R B B AR H: [ 47 40 iy vEE D) 1T LD 204 #0030 i T4
In this case, it can take 7 to 14 days from filing to the appointment. KRERI 2], MRS B L 7 5 14 K.

10 tedacst expecived processing, you shoud include widyour | RSN, AR5 B AT R — O 5 R A1 e AT
application a written explanation of the reason your travel abroad is 2 b HEL A e 1B 22 F A A

urgent.” This should be supported by any available evidence of the TR BV o [FIRRACAR ORI B SURAT W UE A AL o

urgency.

T o~ o2 Ry o BRI B SR P H e 5 5 & T A -

USCIS will review your request to determine whether it meets or more of

the following criteria;’! = RN A BN N R A TR R
= HREESVRG
= Severe financial loss to company or individual s GBI
[ deme emergent situaon o LA BB B R 5 SRR 2 2
- manitarian situation R N SO . e N I
i o EPFEREE R MR GEE: WACR A E 5 3L E BUFHL

* Nonprofit status of requesting organization in furtherance of the

7 P = = A A
cultural and social interests of the United States I, AR R X BUR i R fa )

* Department of Defense or National Interest Situation (Note: = REARBRRNHR
Request must come from official United States Government » EEARBREAFHHEN &

30 USCIS, Questions and Answers: Re-entry Permits and Refugee Travel Documents (June 30, 2009).
31 USCIS, Expedite Criteria (Dec. 14, 2009), http://bit.ly/4CMy2F.

11



entity and state that delay will be detrimental to our Government)

= USCIS error
= Compelling interest of USCIS

According to the Form I-131 instructions, to request an expedited
biometrics appointment, notate the outside of the envelope with the
word EXPEDITE. Include a pre-paid, self-addressed express mailer, to
send you the biometrics appointment notice. Also provide your email

2
address and a fax number.’

Additionally, it may be helpful to specify any dates you prefer the
appointment or are unavailable for the appointment.

Interview

USCIS may require that you appear for an interview on your application
for a reentry permit,” but in practice this is rare.

Processing Times

Currently, USCIS Nebraska Service Center is taking about 3 months to
adjudicate a reentry permit application.”

Adjudication and Delivery

32 Form 1-131 Instructions at 6 (rev. Feb. 12, 2010).
3 Form 1-131 Instructions at 4 (rev. Feb. 12, 2010).
34 USCIS Processing Time Information, https:

MR 1-131 KAWL, IS AR BT, S S bR
BT TR EHRMEADTEATN, S EE IR PSR
2, DMERS AR TRANE F A& R 28R . R IR I 75 4 S VR ARG
PEBIE AL F5 A

PR T DA AR 7y B T I 1) B0 A RE LIS 0 T I 1]

T i

K~ R KRB EREOYEESSIEN HIG A S, (H2X
P OLR D

IFPER I [H]

HAT, SEHE 2 KA R R A AR BN AR 55 ot K20 75 22 3 A H IS
[F1) R B 2 [ S ) A

BT K R

egov.uscis.gov/cris/processTimesDisplavlnit.do (last visited Aug. 10, 2010).

12



If the application is approved, the reentry permit will be mailed to you.
Reentry permits may not be delivered to a foreign address. The Form I-
131 may specify that a reentry permit be delivered to the applicant’s U.S.
address, the attorney’s address, or to a U.S. Consulate or DHS office
abroad.”

If the application is denied, USCIS will explain why and provide an
opportunity to appeal.” If the denial is on the basis that the applicant has
abandoned LPR status, USCIS may refer the case to investigations to
consider instituting removal (i.e., deportation) proceedings or post a
lookout notice that can be seen by CBP at ports of entry.”’

35 AFM 42.3(2)(1)(C).
%8 C.RR. § 223.1.
37 AFM 52.3(c)(2).

USRS SRATALAE, [ SUER RIS 25 IR . 8] SEAIE R REAN 2 1R 34 21
[ AR 3hE . 1-131 R EARVLH] 1 (5] SSUERE B 34 1 H 1 52 [ 3
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TRAVEL DOCUMENT

IV. Terms and Conditions of the Reentry Permit IV. BISEER) &R E %M

Validity 730

The reentry permit comes in the form of a passport-style booklet that [0 25 4F B R R AR AAALL, L 25 (A T A SR S R R A 2

contains blank pages for CBP to place admission stamps. Some countries ., —SeEFEEZ R EER B AT, ~MEZSUEM S =W
will allow use of the reentry permit in lieu of a passport, so foreign visas AT LLE E; £ b o
T, o

and admission stamps can also be placed on these blank pages.

14



A reentry permit is generally valid for a maximum period of two years,” EIE— KA RN 2F. Bk
except:

= AR E RSN, BRI E R B S H

* A permit issued to a conditional resident will not be valid beyond BEM. AN H SR 10551 Bk 2 1751 %, HIERG
the date that conditional resident status expires,” as shown on the : - . N ’ -
’ S AT T B H A I U 23 L

I-551 or the receipt notice issued upon filing the Form 1-751,
Petition to Remove the Conditions of Residence.

= WERAREONEIRKAE RIIRT 5 FNA 4N HAESRE, B4

= If you have been outside the U.S. for more than 4 of the last 5 B SEAEA RO N 14 ( Igﬁjl;ﬁfzﬂ(ﬁi)g ARz sh i,
years since becoming an LPR, the reentry permit will be limited RFEEEBUN AT, B2 T ALEPRAZ, WAMER
to 1 year (except that the permit will be valid for 2 years in the O
case of an LPR who is a professional athlete, traveling on U.S.
government orders, or employed by a public international s UEARMNEEBEGE i EE) , B4 REIEE .

organization)."

AR MNEE R ISR, T AR B SR 1 B H . £ 200

* A reentry permit is voided if you are removed (i.e., deported or . v
E
excluded) from the U.S." s FISGHE R T2 RS -

Sy N1 T R NN S RE
The period of validity commences on the date of issuance and not on the FISRUEAREEH], R — .
date the application for the permit was filed."” During the period of
validity, such permit can be used for multiple reentries into the US."

A reentry permit cannot be extended," although a subsequent
application can be filed.”

3 INA § 223(b). Interestingly, the permit is regarded as unexpired if you embark or enplane before its expiration, provided that the vessel arrives in the U.S. on a
continuous voyage, not counting scheduled stops or emergency stops or layovers for connecting flights. 8 C.F.R. § 211.3.

» 8 C.FR. §223.2.

40 Form 1-131 Instructions at 2 (rev. Feb. 12, 2010).

# 8 CEFR. §223.3(0D).

#28C.IFR.§223.2.

8 U.S.C. §1203(c).
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Presenting the Reentry Permit at the Port of Entry

At the port of entry, you can show the CBP officer the unexpired reentry
permit. As mentioned above, it will serve as a valid entry document, and
it is presumptive—but not conclusive—evidence that you have not
abandoned LPR status.

Inspection could be brief, or the officer could take you to a separate
office for detailed questioning, perhaps under oath. The officer may
interview you to determine issues such as:

®  Whether you fall within any of the grounds of inadmissibility.

*  Whether your reentry permit application contained any material
false misrepresentation or concealment, which would void the
permit.*

*  Whether your reentry permit was issued in error."’

*  Whether there is strong evidence overcoming the presumption
that you haven’t abandoned LPR status.*

As mentioned above, the officer may ask for additional documentation
that your trip abroad was temporary.” You should prepare such evidence

ANBE R H 7 8] SR HE

FEAEL A, AR R RS I I SRS g U B iRy /. i b
RN, AN REINGT S, AEHERE 1A A& 2806 FE
VRBEAT TEFF AR A RS A FRE T o

AR, WA REE R RS A5 AT PR EL I ,
MR EEE . B 7 WVl R R E IR 5 A — L4
S

= RS ETAMEASGEE

= UREY ISR R 2 AT AR TR AR AN e ), X4 T 8l 52
ER R

= IREGESIERISE AR A R

= REHEAE IHRE SRR TSR AE RS .

nERTd, A RS AR R ZEAS N LSRR UL AR 1 5
HIIRAT FEFE I ) o R 5 ZEAETRAT AT HE A XA AOE W I TN TR 0
H,

#8 CFR. §223.3(c).

45 The prior INS practice of attaching additional pages to a reentry permit if there was no more space for the affixation of foreign visas has been discontinued. AFM

524 n.2.

4 8 C.F.R. § 223.3(b); see INA § 223(b) (application must be made in “good faith”). Forgery, counterfeiting, impersonation, or falsification in connection with a
reentry permit is a crime, punishable by a fine and/or imprisonment. 18 U.S.C. § 1546.

47 Matter of M, 4 1. & N. Dec. 189 (BIA 1950) (reentry permit invalid where issued in error in that holder wasn’t LPR).

48 It appears to be an open question as to what effect the reentry permit has if it explains one reason for a temporary trip abroad but subsequently your plans change
and you stay abroad for a different reason. Presumably the presumption that the trip was temporary no longer applies, meaning that the safest plan would be to

return to the U.S. and apply for a new permit.
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before your trip and pack it in your carry-on luggage.

If the officer is satisfied, you will be admitted and the officer should
stamp the reentry permit to show this.”

But if the officer is not satisfied that your trip abroad has been merely
temporary, the officer has several options:

* Refer you to deferred inspection to further investigate the matter.

* Allow you to withdraw your application for admission and return
abroad.

* Allow you to relinquish your LPR status and be admitted as a
nonimmigrant.

* Issue a notice to appear for a removal (i.e., deportation or
exclusion) hearing in Immigration Court.

We recommend that you seek counsel to help you prepare if there is any
doubt about your eligibility for readmission to the U.S.

Surrendering Expired Reentry Permit

Upon the expiration of a reentry permit, the permit must be surrendered
to the issuing office.” Otherwise, no subsequent reentry permit will be
issued, unless you explain to USCIS’ satisfaction why the permit cannot
be surrendered. However, USCIS would return to you an expired reentry
permit that contains valid visas, entry stamps or documents necessary for

WARE GURT R, TREREN, JF AR SRR SGIE =

WARE AR, ANNIRAIBSNRAT RIS [, A A Al S L
P

= R RENR AN PR E

w EVRIRIBUES B NS TR [ 54T

= VRO IR R KA E RS0, AR R By A8
= XRIGZIEM USRS EE0Z) AR IRVARET L .

/

T T VAR WERTR R EOR B RF A RN ST 56 [E 1 5
P58 1) SR AE 25 o

A2 [B] 33 3 B4 [B] S IE

FUE— B, FELRBERDPAE. BN, BRATREK
B SEIE, BRARIRIA SE FE A RA% KR & BLAORE [B] SRAE JC ik AL vl
. R)E, KEL~RBRAKICSAAREIE. SAAE
BN 35 HoAth [ 5 () 6 B S0 ) 9 [ SRAIE IR IR 4 7 . i 2RI FE A
DURAE, RE A RS RFRAER B AT S0 R iRkt g

9 TFM 13.1.
50 IFM 13.1.
51INA § 223(d).
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entry into another country. In that case, USCIS would clip the upper-left
corner of the cover and ID page before returning it to you.”

For More Information

Contact:

Gary Chodorow

Attorney at Law

FREDERICK W. HONG LAW OFFICES

Tel.: +86.10.6506.1180

Fax: +86.10.6506.1720

Address: No. 20 Gongti Donglu, Bldg. 1, Suite 11-D, Chaoyang District,
Beijing 100020

Email: gary@fwhonglaw.com

Web: www.fwhonglaw.com

Blog: www.lLawAndBorder.com

Mr. Chodorow is the chief representative for the Beijing office of
Frederick W. Hong Law Offices. His practice has focused on U.S.
immigration and nationality law since 1993. He is a frequent author and
speaker on related issues, and a member of the American Immigration
Lawyers Association.

This article provides an overview of the legal subject but should not be
relied on as legal advice. For legal advice, consult with our firm about
how the law applies to the particular facts of your case.

2 AFM 52.3(b)(2).
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